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Abstract:In this first lecture, I will introduce the moduli theory of stable varieties
and pairs, based on Janos Kollar’ s book “Famillies of varieties of general type” .
Apart from introducing the general framework, I will illustrate by examples some
subtle issues surrounding the definition of families of stable varieties and pairs, such
as the base change property of relative pluricanonical sheaves, embedded points in the

degeneration of stable pairs with small coefficients.
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